
Support for artists

This document aims to help you decide whether DYCP is the right fund for 
you and, if it is, what you need to do to apply.

This is an interactive document. Wherever you see this symbol 
you can click to activate a link or be taken to the relevant page.

A downloadable planning template is also available on our blog here

https://www.thebluecoat.org.uk/blog/view/who-is-blogging/475
https://www.thebluecoat.org.uk/blog/view/who-is-blogging/475


This is an overview of the two ACE funds individuals can currently apply to.



Which fund should you apply to?
Do you need money to help you...

...research, plan or 
make new work which 
you intend to share 
with people at some 
point?

...develop your
● skills and/or 

knowledge
● practice      
● networks?



Apply for... 
ACE Developing Your Creative Practice (DYCP)

The next round of DYCP funding opens on 22nd February 2022 and closes on 
15th March 2022.

This short film explains the scheme:

Interested in applying? 
Click here for information 
about the next steps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ws6yapLZZec&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ws6yapLZZec&feature=emb_logo


Applying for DYCP  

I have applied to Arts 
Council England using 
Grantium before and have a 
user account and profile.

I have not applied to Arts 
Council England using 
Grantium before.

Have you applied to ACE for funding before? Click on the statement that is true for you.

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/DYCP_Guidance_for_applicants_EASYREAD_14102020.pdf


Developing Your Creative Practice (DYCP)

1. Click here     to reach the info page on Arts Council England’s website

2. Take the quiz      to help you decide if you are ready to apply.

3. Read all of the guidance. There are easy read and audio versions. Also look 
at the questions which will be on the application form.

4. Log in to Grantium to check your user account is working and up to date. Do 
this at least 10 days before the deadline, in case something needs fixing.

5. Plan your application, talk to partners and get letters of support if needed.

6. Fill in your application on Grantium and submit it. Planning 
tips

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/developing-your-creative-practice/dycp-how-apply
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/dycp-am-i-ready-apply
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/DYCP_Guidance_for_applicants_EASYREAD_14102020.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/dycp-am-i-ready-apply
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/developing-your-creative-practice/dycp-how-apply


First set up your Grantium account
Create a user account and an applicant profile on Grantium (Arts Council 
England’s online funding system). There’s information and a video that explains 
the process here.

ACE staff have to approve this before you can apply for any funding. 

This can take 10 days so make sure you get this done as soon as possible. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1


Developing Your Creative Practice (DYCP)
While you wait for your Grantium account to be approved you can start planning.

1. Click here     to reach the info page on Arts Council England’s website

2. Take the quiz      to help you decide if you are ready to apply.

3. Read the guidance. There is an easy read version. You can also look at the 
questions which will be on the online application form.

4. Plan your application, talk to partners and arrange a letter of support.

5. Once you have approval from ACE, fill in your application on               
Grantium and submit it. You can get help using Grantium here. Planning 

tips

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/developing-your-creative-practice/dycp-how-apply
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/dycp-am-i-ready-apply
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-3
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/DYCP_Guidance_for_applicants_EASYREAD_14102020.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/our-open-funds/dycp-am-i-ready-apply
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/developing-your-creative-practice/dycp-how-apply


Quick planning tool for DYCP

What changes 
do you want to 
make to your 
skills, your 
practice or your 
networks? 

Why do 
you want 
to make 
these 
changes? 
What do 
you hope 
will be the 
result? 

What actions do you need 
to take to make these 
changes happen? Will you 
need other people’s input?

What are the costs 
involved in these 
actions? Will you 
need equipment, 
materials, transport 
or people’s time? 

Back to the 
blog to 

download 
our 

planning 
template

https://www.thebluecoat.org.uk/blog/view/who-is-blogging/475
https://www.thebluecoat.org.uk/blog/view/who-is-blogging/475
https://www.thebluecoat.org.uk/blog/view/who-is-blogging/475


Apply for... 
ACE National Lottery Project Grants

National Lottery Project Grants is a rolling programme. There are no deadlines 
and you can apply at any time.

From November 2021, there were some changes made to Project Grants. You are 
now able to apply for up to £30,000 and get your decision within 8 weeks. For 
applications of over £30,000, the decision will take 12 weeks.

Interested in applying? 
Click here for information 
about the next steps



Applying for National Lottery Project Grants  

I have applied to Arts 
Council England using 
Grantium before and have a 
user account and profile.

I have not applied to Arts 
Council England using 
Grantium before.

Have you applied to ACE for funding before? Click on the statement that is true for you.

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/DYCP_Guidance_for_applicants_EASYREAD_14102020.pdf


National Lottery Project Grants

1. Click here      to reach the info page on Arts Council England’s website

2. Take the quiz      to help you decide if your project is ready for you to apply.

3. Read all of the guidance. There are easy read and audio versions. Also look 
at the questions which will be on the application form.

4. Log in to Grantium to check your user account is working and up to date. Do 
this at least 10 days before the deadline, in case something needs fixing.

5. Plan your application, talk to partners and get letters of support if needed.

6. Fill in your application on Grantium and submit it.

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/applying-national-lottery-project-grants-three-steps
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/my-project-ready
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/DYCP_Guidance_for_applicants_EASYREAD_14102020.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/applying-national-lottery-project-grants-three-steps
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/my-project-ready


First you need to set up your Grantium account

Create a user account and an applicant profile on Grantium (Arts Council 
England’s online funding system). There’s information and a video that explains 
the process here .

ACE staff have to approve this before you can apply for any funding. 

This can take up to 10 days so make sure you get this done early. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1


National Lottery Project Grants
While you wait for your Grantium account to be approved you can start planning.

1. Click here      to reach the info page on Arts Council England’s website

2. Take the quiz      to help you decide if your project is ready for you to apply.

3. Read the guidance. There is an easy read version. You can also look at the 
questions which will be on the online application form.

4. Plan your application, talk to partners and arrange a letter of support.

5. Once you have approval from ACE, fill in your application on               
Grantium and submit it. You can get help using Grantium here. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/applying-national-lottery-project-grants-three-steps
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/my-project-ready
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-3
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/DYCP_Guidance_for_applicants_EASYREAD_14102020.pdf
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/applying-national-lottery-project-grants-three-steps
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/national-lottery-project-grants/my-project-ready

